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SPEECH OF HIS EXCELLENCY, SHRI VIREN J SHAH,
THE GOVERNOR OF WEST BENGAL, AT THE INAUGURATION OF
150TH FOUNDATION DAY OF BIRBHUM ZILLA SCHOOL
ON 9TH DECEMBER, 2000

All the siting special guests, officers, guests
and respecied Headmaster Sir!

First of all | would like to beg pardon for
coming late since all of you have come over
here at 10°0 clock. it never happens So ei-
ther in Kolkata or anywhere that | reach late.
But | came by ar. The weather was not clear
SO it did not take off. All our programme had
to be changed and you all had to be in trou-
bie

in the afternoon we have to go to Engi-
neenng College. So | have decided not to
take lunch to compensate this late arrival. No
lunch for me means no lunch for those who
have come with me because we are already
late.

We have to go back in the afternoon only.
| was to stay overnight here and accordingly
to my habit | was to meet the district officers
and representatives of local people. There-
fore. I'l have to come here again and | shall
spend the whole day with you all.

The children enjoy it very much even if they
don't understand a single word but they re-
ally enjoy clapping don't they ? But do you
know what this celebration is for ? You are
the students of this very school which has a

historical background. It was established in
Birbhum (W.B.) during the undivided Bengal.
There were schools of this kind at that time
also. It was the period of renaissance when
changes took place in the field of culture,
social, education and political.

- This school produced brilliant pupils. As
you heard just now that Lord Sinha, who was
the first Indian to be the member of the Brit-
ish House of Lords, was the student of this
school. Likewise, many chiefs of Justice, |IAS,
ICS, IPS officers, scientists, renowned doc-
tors, litterateurs, Sanskrit Scholars had
passed out from this school. This increases
the responsibility of your school as well as
your staff.

Generally in Govt. schools “indifference”
prevails and somewhere | too have noticed
that the teachers come and go on time have
their salary and thats all. | believe this does
not happen here.

| have requested Principal Sir that with his
brilliant team of staff he can mould children
with highest excellency as this school has the
bright reputation of such students who adored
high positions in different fields. Every child
has this ability, he has the rnight to acquire
education so that he can not only hold his
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name or his parents or his school's name high
b of Wes! Bengal and our nation’s aiso !
can wel see the brght laces which indicate
hatl ey have strong mner self and have In-
s hoh 100 Thag 18 the institubon which
shouid be taken care of | 0o agree with whal-
ever ouwr Education Minister has said Just NOW

Recently we will have a seminar on “Edu-
caton and Human Rights” |, along with many
emnen! persons will attend the programme
There are some data before me and God for-
v they may be true which speak thal 30
crore peopie are sull uneducated in our coun-
iry Al the time of partition the population of
owr country was 33 crores and now we have
30 crores people uneducated. During 50

years many reports were prepared after ex-
ensive studes Crores of rupees were spent
through the Govt and other sources, still the
stuaton s very gnm_ Stll we have many poor
backward classes whose children are nol
getting education though they don't have 10
pay the fees

When this school came inlo existence, 153
sludents were studying and now there are
more or less 1100 pupiis  This school has 40
ieachers When ochildren get chance in this
school thev parents nalurally become

happy
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| have read statements of my Preg
Mr Katju. He had announced that g,
student will get a prize nameq s
Chandra” In 1962 during I"do‘chin" -
prize was stopped and in Gowt, j d "
begins it keeps on persisling even H
needed and if anything stops it daa
start. So | have decided that thig awa.
be started this year again. Every py
try for this award. He should try to pe. l :
It only needs hard work and determina

Now we have to visit other places tc
have some more assignments oo and a
p.m. again I'll have to fly off.

| wish you all and this school my :
so that it can produce excellent boys b
ing their alumni. They may not by
LORD' lest they settle in England, St
have plenty of opportunities here to
accept challenges here. The school
Headmaster Sir has secured eighth pe
in meritlist of science faculty. Similarly a
student has secured second position
manities faculty. We want you 1o repe
same results. g

| would like 1o thank you all age z
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ing me this opportunity for being with!

Thank you very much. 4
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