Mr. Chairman and members of the Cen-
tenary Celebrations Committee, Mr.
eadmaster, the members of the staff and
oung friends and students:

This is a memorable day not only in the
istory of your school but shall | consider it,
memorable day in my life too. To take part
in the centenary celebrations of an
educational institution in India is not a small
event.

You have referred in your addresses to
many eminent men who have played a great
part in the national life of this ancient land.
The past hundred years, | imagine, in the his-
tory of India will be found to be the most im-
portant. Two thousand years ago our history
shows that India was united under Asoka. But
in those days conditions were vastly differ-
ent and while cultural unity was always there,
the ties binding the different parts of the coun-
try must have been very loose indeed. Dur-
ing the British times-after 1850 when the East
India Company established domination over
the Punjab and thereafter owing to the policy
which was pursued in regard to the Indian
States—they acquired domination over every
part of India and India was politically and ad-
ministratively united. That unity began prac-
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tically from the era of the foundation of your
school and these hundred years have seen
both the zenith of the British power and the
decline and fall and disappearance of that
power. So, as | have said, you have covered
a momentous period in Indian history. The
only thing that is now important is that the
political unity that was brought about by the
British rulers should remain firm. The cultural
unity has always been there. Otherwise this
nation would have been lost like the
Assyrians, Babylonians and many others who
are now completely forgotten. | was talking
to a Greek friend the other day and enquired
from him whether there was any trace of the
Greeks of 2,500 years ago in Greece. He
said, “No". The present Greeks are in no
sense direct descendents of Pericles, Soc-
rates and Aristotle.

There has been a tremendous mixture of
races and those Greeks of antiquity have no
lineal descendants among the modern
Greeks. But here in India we can say with
pride that the institutions of the time of
Asoka—and even earlier than that of the
times of Gautama Buddha and the Vedas—
are still to be found and we can trace our
descent directly from our forbears of 2,000
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years ago. So, the cultural unity has always
been there fostered by many traditors by the
great language Sanskrit, by the great sys
tem which was introduced, of establishing

sacred places of piigrimages throughout the
length and breadth and at the extremities of
India. In the olden days in India when a man
went on a pilgrimage, he not only accuired
religious merit but also a clear and complete
knowledge of the geography and topography
of India, manners and customs and how the

people lived. Speaking of our ancient institu-
tions, | must not forget the Mathematics which

were established by Shankaracharya and led
to that cultural unity. But to our misfortune
the administrative unity, the political unity was
lacking and so was the case between those
who were political figures then. This led to
our downfall over and over again-and that
led also to our loss of independence. But
times have now changed. Movement has be-
come easy, air has been conquered, dis-
tances have been annihilated and | pray that
these centenary celebrations will also mark
the inauguration of a new era—the era of in-
dependence, the era of the establishment of
the great Indian Republic, an event unprec-
edented in our history and aiso an era of the
attainment of political and administrative
unity. We must profit by the mistakes of the
past, and we must see to it that this political
and administrative unity is never lost and that
it is always cherished and developed and kept
alive even with our lifeblood. That is of para-
mount importance. Every child here, every
schoolboy and schoolgirl reading in any
school in India, must be taught that if anyone
suffers in any part of India, the suffering is
his or hers. We want unity of heart and unity
of purpose and this will enable us to main-
tain our political unity. We must not forget on
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natter both for pnde and emulation that from
18 school have gone forth lawyers, advo-
ates of greal eminence, such as Lord Sinha.
| heard him arguing in only one case and what
mpressed me profoundly was his clarity of
hought. If thoughts are confused, expres-
ions are bound to be confused. Lord Sinha
hought clearly, looked at affairs clearly and
xpressed his mind clearly. You have referred
0 may names, engineers, lawyers,
administrators, governors, ministers and
other noted public servants. The tradition of
the institution will have the greatest formu-
lating effect on your students and | tell you
again that their example will keep the boys
straight. The fact that in the legal profession
they must not fall below the standard set up
by Lord Sinha will keep them straight here.
That is the great benefit of example and tra-
dition. | can go in this strain for a great length
of time.

| am very happy indeed that this short visit
should have synchronized with your cente-
nary celebrations. Now in this free India the
people have got a glorious and bright future.
| have no doubt, so has this school. | was
thinking to myself while | was listining to your
addresses, as to how could |, coming here
as the Governor of West Bengal, associate
myself permanently with your centenary cel-
ebrations, and it occurred to me that the best
way would be to award a centenary medal
every year to the student who has had the
most distinguished career for best conduct
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in this school. This medal may be awarded
to the student when he leaves the school and
| imagine when awarding that medal many
factors will be taken into consideration—
length of his association with the school, his
conduct not only in any particular class but
throughout his career in the school, his con-
duct on the playground, his academic career
and his mode of life and thought. | hope the
school committee will make rules governing
the award of the medal and it may be a piece
of presumption on my part to bind my suc-
cessors, but | do hope that they will keep this
up and continue awarding this medal for gen-
erations to come and, | believe that will be a
living memory of the association of the Head
of the State with your school and also of the
fact that one Governor had the honour and
privilege of taking part in your centenary cel-
ebrations till you celebrate your bi-centenary
and that memory is effaced by more glorious
ones.

| wish you all good luck and my parting
message to my young friends is this:

Honour your parents and obey your teach-
ers. That is of the essence of the Indian tra-
dition of life, that is of the essence of our cul-
ture and of our Indian way of life. Take it from
me that you will never suffer if you continue
to honour your parents and obey your teach-
ers. May this school continue to serve the
people of this District and people of West
Bengal and may the boys who go out of its

portals be a seurce of pride to this school. 4
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